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§ 501.737 Adjustments of time, post-
ponements and adjournments. 

(a) Availability. Except as otherwise 
provided by law, the Administrative 
Law Judge or the Secretary’s designee, 
as appropriate, at any time prior to the 
filing of his or her decision, may, for 
good cause and in the interest of jus-
tice, modify any time limit prescribed 
by this subpart and may, consistent 
with paragraph (b) of this section, post-
pone or adjourn any hearing. 

(b) Limitations on postponements, ad-
journments and adjustments. A hearing 
shall begin at the time and place or-
dered, provided that, within the limits 
provided, the Administrative Law 
Judge or the Secretary’s designee, as 
appropriate, may for good cause shown 
postpone the commencement of the 
hearing or adjourn a convened hearing 
for a reasonable period of time. 

(1) Additional considerations. In con-
sidering a motion for postponement of 
the start of a hearing, adjournment 
once a hearing has begun, or extensions 
of time for filing papers, the Adminis-
trative Law Judge or the Secretary’s 
designee, as appropriate, shall con-
sider, in addition to any other factors: 

(i) The length of the proceeding to 
date; 

(ii) The number of postponements, 
adjournments or extensions already 
granted; 

(iii) The stage of the proceedings at 
the time of the request; and 

(iv) Any other matter as justice may 
require. 

(2) Time limit. Postponements, ad-
journments or extensions of time for 
filing papers shall not exceed 21 days 
unless the Administrative Law Judge 
or the Secretary’s designee, as appro-
priate, states on the record or sets 
forth in a written order the reasons 
why a longer period of time is nec-
essary.

§ 501.738 Disqualification and with-
drawal of Administrative Law 
Judge. 

(a) Notice of disqualification. If at any 
time an Administrative Law Judge or 
Secretary’s designee believes himself 
or herself to be disqualified from con-
sidering a matter, the Administrative 
Law Judge or Secretary’s designee, as 
appropriate, shall issue a notice stat-

ing that he or she is withdrawing from 
the matter and setting forth the rea-
sons therefor. 

(b) Motion for Withdrawal. Any party 
who has a reasonable, good faith basis 
to believe an Administrative Law 
Judge or Secretary’s designee has a 
personal bias, or is otherwise disquali-
fied from hearing a case, may make a 
motion to the Administrative Law 
Judge or Secretary’s designee, as ap-
propriate, that the Administrative Law 
Judge or Secretary’s designee with-
draw. The motion shall be accompanied 
by a statement subject to 18 U.S.C. 1001 
setting forth in detail the facts alleged 
to constitute grounds for disqualifica-
tion. If the Administrative Law Judge 
or Secretary’s designee finds himself or 
herself qualified, he or she shall so rule 
and shall continue to preside over the 
proceeding.

§ 501.739 Record in proceedings before 
Administrative Law Judge; reten-
tion of documents; copies. 

(a) Recordation. Unless otherwise or-
dered by the Administrative Law 
Judge, all hearings shall be recorded 
and a written transcript thereof shall 
be prepared. 

(1) Availability of a transcript. Tran-
scripts of hearings shall be available 
for purchase. 

(2) Transcript correction. Prior to the 
filing of post-hearing briefs or proposed 
findings and conclusions, or within 
such earlier time as directed by the Ad-
ministrative Law Judge, a party or 
witness may make a motion to correct 
the transcript. Proposed corrections of 
the transcript may be submitted to the 
Administrative Law Judge by stipula-
tion pursuant to § 501.732(c), or by mo-
tion. Upon notice to all parties to the 
proceeding, the Administrative Law 
Judge may, by order, specify correc-
tions to the transcript. 

(b) Contents of the record. The record 
of each hearing shall consist of: 

(1) The Order Instituting Pro-
ceedings, Answer to Order Instituting 
Proceedings, Notice of Hearing and any 
amendments thereto; 

(2) Each application, motion, submis-
sion or other paper, and any amend-
ments, motions, objections, and excep-
tions to or regarding them; 

VerDate jul<14>2003 17:21 Jul 17, 2004 Jkt 203119 PO 00000 Frm 00588 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203119T.XXX 203119T


